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Goldsmiths love of talk.
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grew up at the little court of Urbino, and you should read it.' I am glad always to have his opinion of books. At Mr. M'Pherson's, he commended Whitby's Commentary1, and said, he had heard him called rather lax; but he did not perceive it. He had looked at a novel, called The Man of the World'', at Rasay, but thought there was nothing in it. He said to-day, while reading my Journal, 'This will be a great treasure to us some years hence.'
Talking of a very penurious gentleman of our acquaint-ancen, he observed, that he exceeded L'Avare in the play\ I concurred with him, and remarked that he would do well, if introduced in one of Foote's farces; that the best way to get it done, would be to bring Foote to be entertained at his house for a week, and then it would be facit indignatio*. JOHNSON. 'Sir, I wish he had him. I, who have eaten his bread will not give him to him ; but I should be glad he came honestly by him.
Fie said, he was angry at Thrale, for sitting at General Oglethorpe's without speaking. He censured a man for degrading himself to a non-entity. I observed, that Goldsmith was on the other extreme ; for he spoke at all ventures".
in his Courtier; two books yet celebrated in Italy for purity and elegance.' Johnson's Works, vii. 428. The Courtier was translated into English so early as 1561. Lowndes's Bibl. Man. ed. 1871, p. 386.
1 Burnet (History of His Own Time, ii. 296) mentions Whitby among ' the persons who both managed and directed the controversial war' against Popery towards the end of Charles II's reign. ' Popery,' he says, ' was never so well understood by the nation as it came to be upon this occasion.' Whitby's Commentary on the New Testament was published in 1703-9.
'' By Henry Mackenzie, the author of The Man of Feeling. Antes 1.417. It had been published anonymously this spring. The play of the same name is by Macklin. It was brought out in 1781.
1 No doubt Sir A. Macdonald. Ante, p. 169. This ' penurious gentleman" is mentioned again, p. 358.
*  Moliere's play of L'Avare..
*                            '. . . facit indignatio vcrsum.'
Juvenal, Sat. i. 79. 6 See ante, iii. 286.
JOHNSON. ridiculous than criminal, and  remove those grievances which, if they produce no lasting calamities, impress hourly vexation, was first attempted by Casa in his book of Manners, and Castiglione
